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By the collapse of the Iron Hall, once the pride and envy of the 
endowment scheme orders, the hopes of thousands of people 
that they could get a large sum of money for a very small out- 
lay, are dashed to the ground, and sadness prevails among all 
associated with it. The disclosures as to the methods employed 
in its management show plainly that Commissioner Merrill of 
Massachusetts was in the right when he endeavored to prevent 
the entry of the Iron Hall into that State. The scheme of this 
order and others of its ilk was, on the face of it, one impossi- 
ble of being carried out, and yet intelligent and thinking people 
joined, hopeful of being among the fortunate, in putting their 
money into this concern. 


THE prevalence of cholera in Europe and the danger of its 
spreading to this continent is likely to cause life assurance 
company managers some anxiety if continued. Up tothe pres- 
ent the companies having agencies abroad have had no official 
notification of the plague, although incoming mails may bring 
some reports, and have issued no special instructions on the sub- 
ject. They feel that their business will not suffer materially, as 
the disease is, with few exceptions, confined to the poorer classes 
who carry little or no life assurance, and that only in industrial 
companies. The near approach of winter, too, must inevitably 
check the progress of the epidemic and perhaps stay it alto- 
gether. If cholera should gain a foothold in the United States 
the same conditions will prevail. Persons of means sufficient 
to carry life assurance policies in the ordinary companies will 
be the last to be attacked in any large numbers, but the indus- 
trial companies may expect a largely increased mortality, as they 
operate almost solely among poor people in thickly populated 
districts, where disease spreads like wildfire when it once obtains 
a footing. Agents should be quick to take advantage of the 
danger that threatens, for while men may realize that life is al- 
ways uncertain, yet in times of special danger like the present 
their thoughts are more readily turned towards life assurance as 
a protection for their dependents. One general agent in the 
metropolis has already taken advantage of the situation by ad- 
dressing postal cards containing the following warning to New 
York city residents. 

Asiatic cholera in the port of New York is an actual danger and menace to 
your life ! Should you not insure it at once in the —— Insurance Company of 


New York? Cholera policies guarantee the return of all premiums paid, to- 
gether with the face of the policy, in case of death. 





A GREAT object lesson of the progress of life assurance will 
be given in New York city beginning with the third Wednesday 
in September. On that day the National Association of Life 


Underwriters will convene its third annual gathering, and dele- 
gates will be present from every important point in the United 
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States. For three days those workers in the great life assar- 
ance field will meet to discuss subjects pertaining to their 
special work and its improvement, and it is certain that much 
good will result from the sessions. The number of delegates 
present will be largely in excess of any previous year, as several 
new local organizations have been started since the 1891 meet- 
ing in Detroit. The idea of bringing agents of different com- 
panies together in social intercourse has spread with marvelous 
rapidity, and has effected an almost complete change in the 
mode of canvassing. Where before there was bitter acrimony 
and personal ill-feeling displayed among many agents when 
they met in competition, there is now courteous treatment on 
both sides and a recognition of the fact that both are or should 
be gentlemen. The meeting of the agents in certain localities 
in an organization of their own has caused them to know each 
other better, and has, unconsciously perhaps to the participants, 
tended to raise the standard of life assurance field workers. 
Great as has been the change, it is still in its infancy, for life 
agents are a particularly clannish set, and it will be some time 
yet before a large number of agents can assemble in entire for- 
getfulness of the fact that they represent different companies 
and sink company differences to contemplate the great cause of 


life assurance that they are all equally engaged in. 
; * . * * 


The local committee has worked hard to prepare an elaborate 
programme of business and pleasure for their coming guests, 
and New York city will, as it always does, give its visitors a 
royal welcome and the freedom of the city during their stay 
within its borders. By the way, we are informed that Cleveland 
is going to make a special effort to secure the National Conven- 
tion in 1893. There is no denying that there is not a finer 
body of men to be found anywhere in the business than the 
Cleveland life underwriters, and if they get Cleveland named as 
the chosen city for 1893 they will give the delegates a good 
time and smooth the pathway for the transaction of business to 
be brought before the convention. 


A FEw years ago some of the editors of other insurance jour- 
nals felt very much aggrieved and seemed to consider that in- 
surance journalism had sustained a severe shock because THE 
SPECTATOR had seen fit to accept the advertisements of some of 
the leading assessment life and accident assurance companies, and 
because it began to publish information of a newsy and statistical 
character regarding such associations. But a wonderful change 
has in time come over the spirit of the insurance journalists. We 
have with some sense of amusement noticed the advertisements 
ot these associations appear in one journal after another, and 
now we find them in nearly, if not in all, of the insurance jour- 
nals, accompanied by occasional notices of the volume of _busi- 
ness that these associations are doing and the amounts they are 
paying out in settlement of claims. The ground we originally 
took in regard to this matter was that which we still hold, viz.: 
That the laws of the varios States have distinctly and defi- 
nitely recognized this form of assurance and provided rules and 
regulations for its government ; under the laws the State insur- 
ance officials recognize the assessment associations and extend 
their supervision over them ; the associations are here in large 
numbers, doing an extended business, and are an important 
factor in life assurance transactions, These being the facts in the 
case, we could not see why we should ignore their existence, and 
proclaim, as a few of our contemporaries have been doing and 
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still do, that there is no such thing as assessment assurance, 
Agents of the old level-premium companies find, as a matter of 
fact, that they do exist and constitute an important element of 
competition. “There are none so blind as those who will not 
see’ is an old maxim that might have been applied to insur- 
ance journalists a few years ago, but most of them now have 
their eyes open, and while they are not called upon to, and 
some of them do not, indorse the plans of assessment compa- 
nies, they are nevertheless willing to concede that it is a legal 
business and has been the means of distributing many millions 
of dollars among the beneficiaries of its members—their widows 
and orphans—and to this extent conferring upon its beneficiar- 
ies precisely the same advantages that the level-premium com- 
panies bestow. There is, however, a very wide difference be- 
tween the systems of assessment assurance and level-premium 
assurance, and that difference should be made plainly manifest 
to every person who is solicited to assure his life upon the 
assessment plan. It is too frequently the practice of agents of 
assessment companies to represent that their system is the level- 
premium system or in all respects equal to it. This is misleading 
and deceiving to assurants. The plan adopted in Canada and en- 
forced by law may be well copied in the United States. There 
it is obligatory upon the assessment associations to distinctly 
stamp upon their policies, their applications and all the litera- 
ture that they issue the words “ Assessment System,” which is 
sufficient to indicate that there is a difference between them and 
the level-premium system that can be easily ascertained by in- 
tending assurants. The insurance journalists will do good 
work in the interests of the public if they make this distinction 
as clearly as possible and avoid placing an assessment company 
in the same category as a level-premium company. The best 
minds in the assessment business are quite anxious that this 
distinction should be maintained, but some managers and agents 
are more intent upon securing a new application than in pre- 
serving the distinctive characteristics of the two systems. Now 
that our contemporaries have so generally accorded recognition 
to the assessment plan, we trust they will lend their influence to 
preserving these distinctions and enforcing the principles of 
strict honesty upon agents who may be inclined to mislead. 
Assessment assurance advocates should stand by their colors. 
No attempt should be made to hide the assessment adjective. 
Misrepresentation does not pay in life assurance any more than 
it does in any other business. If a company is organized under 
the assessment assurance laws of any State, let it inform the 
public in its literature and through its agents that it is an assess 
ment company. 





ATTENTION has been called to the necessity for carefully in- 
stalling automatic sprinkler equipments and for their constant 
supervision after they are installed by the recent developments 
at New Orleans and New York. As near as can be learned, 
the spread of the fire in the cooperage works at New Orleans 
was facilitated by the storing of stock in such a way that the 
proper distribution of water by the sprinkler heads was seriously 
interfered with. The Metropolitan Opera House at New York 
was generally regarded as fireproof and was written at low rates, 
notwithstanding a competent inspector had pronounced the 
sprinkler equipment faulty and insufficient, and had so notified 
the owners and its insurers. Other instances might be cited to 
show that, in the intense desire to secure business, many short 
comings are overlooked. An unknown writer in a daily news- 
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paper mentions a list of fires under sprinklers which caused 
heavy losses to the insurance companies, and says : 

Not one of these risks was approved, yet every cne of them secured a re- 
duction of rate because they were automatically protected ; and what is more 
to the point, every manager or officer writing these risks knew that they were 
not standard, and yet knowingly wrote them at a reduced rate. 

The following table will serve to show the decreasing effi- 
ciency of sprinklers, notwithstanding the constant improvement 
in their make-up and the increasing knowledge of proper 
methods : 

















: Fires Under : Average Loss 
EXPERIENCE OF Period. | Sprinklers. | C!aims. |" per Fire 
mn Dec., 1876. to| 
New England Mutuals. t Her.. 1887 hed anit 81 $425 
Stock and Mutual Cos...| To Jan. 1, 1888) 469 398 
Boston Manufrs, Mutual t Jan. 1, 1877, tol 
and others. Jan. 1, 1892.. 406 206 610 











In order to be an effective protection against fire, a sprinkler 
equipment must conform to certain conditions, lacking which 
conformity it does more harm than good. These requirements 
have been repeatedly put into form by underwriters’ organiza- 
tions, and are nominally followed in putting in sprinkler sys- 
tems, but, as a matter of fact, seem to be more honored in the 
breach than the observance. The insurance companies them- 
selves are to blame for many defective installations, allowing, 
as many of them do, a reduction in rate for the merest apology 
for a sprinkler equipment. It was found, on the organization 
of the Committee on Improved Risks of the Union, that only 
about five per cent of risks known as “ protected” were up to 
the standard fixed by the committee. This state of affairs has 
been remedied to some extent, so that now probably fifteen per 
cent come up to the required standard, all others being defec- 
tive in some way. As the same correspondent says, there is no 
medium between good and bad in the classification of sprinkled 
risks. ‘The mere presence of an equipment, even if very im- 
perfect, is apt to generate a feeling of security which discourages 
care in regard to other means of protection, and thus leaves the 
risk in worse condition than before. The competition is such 
between the sellers of sprinklers that every possible method is 
resorted to to cheapen the cost of installation. As most equip- 
ments are put in to lessen the cost of insurance, it can only be 
through the neglect or by the acquiescence of the insurance 
companies that so many defective equipments exist. it is time 
some decisive stand was taken by the companies in resistance 
to the encroachments which the abuse of this excellent form of 
protection is making on their assets. 





HOW THE PUBLIC VIEWS JT. 


ENDING the switchmen’s strike in Buffalo recently, the 
Master Switchman, in talking with a reporter about some 
intended movement, remarked that it was “ none of the public’s 
business.” A similar remark, in a more profane form, was at- 
tributed several years ago to a distinguished millionaire, now 
dead. In each of these cases it was quite plain that the public 
had something to say touching the matters in hand, and both 
the railroad magnate and the head of the switchmen speedily 
learned that the public wielded an influence upon their affairs 
which was not and is not to be despised. We fear there is a 
considerable number of fire underwriters in this country who 
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are making the same mistake in their estimate of the public that 
these railroad bosses made. It is getting to be an ordinary occur- 
rence to hear it stated that it is about time the companies 
asserted their rights ; that the people have had their way long 
enough, and it is the company’s turn now; that after knuckling 
down to low rates, high commissions and absurd forms for sev- 
eral years that it is only fair the companies should enjoy the 
privilege of making their own terms ; that the companies should 
be the sole judges of the proper rate to be charged for their poli- 
cies ; that it is a cause of congratulation that the companies are 
united in enforcing an eighty per cent coinsurance clause and 
much more of the same character. There is an undeniable truth 
in each of these statements, and underwriters are merely human 
in their elation concerning the changes which have enabled them 
to derive advantages from their own action. Admitting their 
truth, we may call in question the form of the expressions often 
heard, and doubt the expediency of any course calculated to cre- 
ate prejudice against the underwriters on the part of the public. 

There is a lamentable want of tact in some quarters in the 
way the public is treated. There is not much doubt among in- 
telligent underwriters that the sympathy of the public in the 
efforts of the companies to advance rates may be secured by a 
process of education and explanation within reach. It is not 
hard to convince any merchant that if the fire offices continue 
to lose money, as they have during the last five years, that the 
companies must go to the wall with more cr less certainty. The 
justice of increased rates can be shown conclusively to the mer- 
chant and manufacturer, and both may be educated to see that 
as the companies are not organized as benevolent institutions 
they must be permitted to make money from their underwriting 
or become bankrupt. We have heard of numerous instances in 
this city where disgruntled and indignant propertyholders, who 
have been compelled to pay double rates, have been disarmed 
by the simple statement that as they have enjoyed cheap fire in- 
surance for five years they are now making only a fair average 
by paying an advance. There are other arguments quite as 
strong which apply in greater or less degree to every locality. 
If insurers are met with a fair argument instead of being clubbed 
into submission by angry taunts and proud boasting about the 
rights of the companies, a very important point will be gained 
for the future. 

All over the country wherever a decided ‘advance in fire 
premiums has been ordered there is a certain amount of discon- 
tent, which is not unnatural, unexpected or unprecedented. It 
has taken in some !ocalities (and to some extent in all) the 
singular form of criticism upon the methods and management 
of the whole fire underwriting system. It is charged that the 
companies do not know what is “an adequate rate” upon the 
various risks. There are instances of newspaper articles and 
communications alleging that charges in the schedules prepared 
by underwriters are arbitrary and unjust and there is a very 
pointed inquiry in some cases. “ Howdo you know thatan open 
stairway is worth ten cents?” or “upon what datado you base 
the charge of fifteen cents for a skylight ?” or an elevator, and 
so on down the entire list. The only answers possible to such 
questions are in the nature of glittering generalities. The sim- 
plicity of the questions only adds to the difficulty of answering 
them explicitly. “ What is an adequate rate on my risk ?” asks 
an indignant manufacturer. First the local thinks that one per 
cent would suffice, then his superior, the special, arrives and 
says one and a half per cent. By and by the home office has 
an opinion and raises the rate to one and three-quarters. The 
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special and the local kick and the home office yields, as is gener- 
ally the case about nine times in ten, and the rate is made one 
fifty. When rates are actually made uniform by one, two or 
a half dozen specials, the variation of judgment is often ridicul- 
ous. How many agents in cities have had the experience of 
visits from a half dozen special agents to whom they have with 
great pride exhibited some new manufacturing risk not yet 
rated, and told them all that “this risk will be equipped with 
automatic sprinklers.” Then the proud local asks for a rate, and 
the six specials on six different days name six different rates. 
Take another frequent case ; the local intorms his companies 
or their specials that such a risk is about to be equipped with 
sprinklers, and asks what reduction may be made from previous 
rates. It is ten to one that six companies will name six dif- 
ferent sums, and when the local writes back that the reduction 
is insufficient and there is danger that “the risk will be given 
to the New England Mutuals,” every blessed one of the six will 
authorize a further reduction from their first suggestion. 

Is it supposed that the dear public is ignorant of these 
methods? Is it supposed for an instant that the public criti- 
cism of this loose style of making rates is not founded in justice ? 
Is it conceivable that rates thus made are justifiable on business 
principles? We are well aware of the sentimental gush that is 
afloat just now about the “alert minds” of “ experienced under- 
writers” which are “in touch with new conditions,” and of the 
old saw which has been repeated for fifty years that “no two 
risks are exactly alike,” and of “the folly of would-be under- 
writers in seeking success” in such fields, etc., etc. If we 
grant the half truth of all this twaddle it does not touch the 
core of the trouble under which the companies engaged in fire 
underwriting are laboring. Giving the worthiest of them credit 
for all their knowledge and zeal, and experience and study and 
sincetity, the wisest among them are obliged to admit their ig- 
norance of the cost or approximate cost of fire insurance upon 
the most ordinary risks. Ask them to explain the difference, and 
they are silent. The quick-witted merchants and manufacturers 
are able to see the effect of this confessed ignorance much 
plainer than a majority of underwriters. If any of them were 
producing or selling merchandise at fixed prices without know- 
ing its actual cost they would regard such a proceeding as a 
sure road to bankruptcy. Of course, there is a wide difference 
in the two cases, but what we see is that the underwriters not 
only do not know the cost price of their policies, but are unable 
or unwilling (or both) to make any effort to discover it. The 
telescopes used by astronomers to discover the parallel canals 
on the planet Mars are not powerful enough to discern that 
much-prized “adequate rate’’ so dear to the fire underwriting 
mind. 

We believe that it is the duty of the companies to make some 
concerted and diligent effort to learn for their own benefit the 
cost of carrying various risks. If compulsory classification is 
inadequate as a means to an end, then let somebody suggest a 
better method and disarm public criticism of the prevailing 
laxity in the methods of rating. It is wise to anticipate the 
effects upon the public created by advanced rates and boastings 
such as we have mentioned. If the public antagonism can be 
removed or silenced or avoided, it will be far cheaper for the 
fire offices than to encounter attempts to inflict pains and penal- 
ties upon the companies through hostile legislation. The com- 
panies must and probably do understand that a friendly public 
opinion is very desirable, and if turned against them it can be 
made very disagreeable. 
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SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 


THERE are signs of a largely increased demand for fire insurance in this 
city during the coming two months. The effect of the retirement of so many 
companies one year ago and the reduced lines of others, is admitted by the 
brokers. Another cause is the increased size of stocks of merchandise in 
several localities. A broker stated in an office the other day that in these days 
the companies were more than ever particular and that a common experience 
is the refusal to renew lines taken a year ago. Some of the larger companies 
—notably the German-American—have lost a portion of their reinsurance 
facilities and are cutting down some of their larger lines as sprinkled risks and 
others of the better class. The same clause applies to lines in the Niagara. 
Few of the agency offices are increasing their holdings. 

* + % . 

THERE is some curiosity to learn the peculiar methods governing the two 
branches of the Lancashire at the present moment, on Pine and Cedar streets, 
respectively. Risks thrown out on Pine street are taken on Cedar street, and 
it is no argument in favor.of a risk at the old office to quote a line taken by 
the general American branch. Street rumor credits the two offices with 
jealousy, each toward the other, The sub-manager who is at the head of the 
Cedar street office is supposed by brokers to be the chief United States man- 
ager of the company, although Mr. Litchfield is still publicly recognized in 
that capacity. These rumors, we are told, are not wholly without foundation. 

* * . * 

THE president of the Phenix of Brooklyn ordered double pay to be given 
for the term of absence to the employees of that company while doing duty 
with the militia regiments at Buffalo. There was quite a force of militiamen 
taken from other offices, but we have not been advised that any of the latter 
have followed the example of the Phenix. 

* * * * 

THE Swedish government, through their resident commissioner, have ap- 
pointed Weed & Kennedy of this city to effect insurances upon the Swedish 
building now in course of construction on the World’s Columbian Fair grounds 
in Chicago, and also upon the Swedish exhibits in charge of the commissioner. 
The amount required will be about $200,000, and we are informed the con- 


tracts for the whole amount are already placed. 


* % . - 

THE attempt is now being made by the American and the Underwriters 
insurance companies of Wheeling, W. Va., to transfer their liability under 
policies outside of the State, to the Citizens of Toledo, and to persuade their 
policyholders to exchange their policies for those of the Citizens. ‘The latter 
company exists by virtue of an old charter formerly held by the Citizens of 
Cincinnati, which company retired from business two years ago. This charter 
is now used by other parties who are seeking business on the credit of the old 
company. They refuse to make any statement and their policies are declined 
by brokers and others, chiefly because the company appears to be directed by 
one of the most notorious wild cat operators in the West, J. F. Runck of 
Cincinnati. This party is sending Citizens policies to merchants in this city 
to be exchanged for those of the Underwriters and American, and the secre- 
tary of the last named companies advises brokers in New York that after a cer- 
tain date the American and Underwriters will not be liable. If these policies 
were ever worth anything they cannot be avoided in this manner. 

* * * = 

THE total loss of a $225,000 new steel steamer on Lake Superior last week 

did not bring unadulterated joy to the companies insuring lake hulls this season. 
* * * * 

AN unusual number of disasters to steam tugs in the harbor of New York 
have been reported this season, and the losses have been principally upon 
marine policies. ‘The rates on these risks have steadily declined in the last 
ten years, until they have reached two percent. The recent losses have led 
to a concerted movement among the few companies which write these risks to 
raise the rates. It deserves to succeed. 

* * * o 

WE are informed that about $300,000 fire insurance has been effected upon 
the new steel steamboat ** Richard Peck” of the New Haven line at one per 
cent. ‘This boat is appropriately berthed, when in port, at the foot of Peck 
Slip, but the cost of the fire insurance should be doubled or an eighty per cent 
coinsurance clause be insisted upon. 

* * > * 

THERE is considerable of a market among the non-agency companies in this 

city for insurance on grain in Western elevators, and the demand has begun 
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earlier than usual this year, extending from west Kansas City to Buffalo. The 
tendency in the West to increase the capacity of elevators is continually swell- 
ing the demand for insurance. A few cents more or less in the price on a 
million or more bushels of wheat affects the insurance question instantly, 
Taken all in a] it is a class of property almost universally insured for its full 
value, so that the companies have some show of salvage in case of loss. 

* * * * 

A LIFE insurance solicitor remarked to a friend last week that the cholera 
scare had brought him a commission of $1000 that day on a single order. We 
wonder if it was his share of a $2000-premium. 

& * * 7 

A Lot of policies have beew canceled at a west side manufacturing risk, be- 
cause one of the tenants used the dangerous Zaphon, against which the com- 
panies were warned by experts many months ago. A few more instances of 
such vigorous treatment will convince people who persist in such practices as 
the use of dangerous compounds that the companies are in earnest in their 
protests. 

7 * . * 

THERE are now three of the largest dry goods risks on Sixth avenue pro- 
tected by automatic sprinklers, and it is reported a fourth one will be in the 
course of the winter, The result is larger lines from old and new companies, 

. * * * 

THE Williamsburgh City lately paid a loss on a country dwelling which was 
damaged by lightning. ‘The peculiarity of it was that the lightning entered 
one corner of the house and then ran along a wire to a tree, distant fifty feet, 
and then to a second tree and back by a clothes line to a rear part of the 
house. The loss was only partial. 

+ * 

WE learn that there continues to be some strange differences among the 
companies touching the correct rates on certain risks arising from varying in- 
terpretations of the tariff. A Brooklyn company is holding a case in abeyance 
where it construed a rate on a Brooklyn risk as being one and a half per cent, 
while its New York neighbors wrote it at seventy-five cents. 

* * * * 


* * 


COUNTRY agents who come to this city are often guilty of small deceptions 
quite unworthy of their callmg. We refer now to the practice of visiting the 
companies they represent and persuading them to accept additional lines on 
some target risk in consideration of an increased rate, and later offering other 
companies the same risk at less rates. There is hardly anything short of 
criminal misconduct that so lowers a broker as the payment of a higher rate to 
one company than to another. It is usually discovered and the guilty party is 


blacklisted, 
* * * 


THE brokers complain that all the companies do not stand by their con- 
tracts. They will accept risks at specified rates and delay issuing the policies 
for a few days until a higher rate is fixed. Then they will repudiate their first 
bargain and leave the broker in the lurch. This is hardly a fair deal. In the 
absence of a rate the companies are at liberty to make their own prices, but 
having once agreed to a rate they should abide by their agreement. We heard 
of a case where nearly $100,000 was bound prior to any rate on the property 
being fixed, and the broker reported the price to his principal, with the signed 
binder in hand. Ten days later one half the line was dropped at the agreed 
rate because of a tariff rate being made subsequent to the date when the poli- 
cies were to take effect. There seems to be here good ground for complaint. 

* * * * 

A POLICY was issued in this city last week for $20,000 on a well-known 

trotting horse, against fire, at a rate about double that charged on livery stables 


generally. 
* + * 


THE clerks in the insurance offices had an advantage over the salesmen and 
clerks in the dry goods trade last Monday. The latter were compelled to 
work, but the underwriters’ assistants got a holiday. Very few of them are in 
danger of death from overwork. 





—Edward W. Scott of New York, vice-president of the Equitabie Life, was 
last week tendered a dinner by F. H. Hazleton, manager for Western Maine, 
at Ottawa House, Portland. He met many of the Equitable’s Maine agents. 
Dr. I. T. Dana acted as toastmaster, and Col. N. Dow, Major H. A. 
Shorey and C. M. Ransom responded to the toasts. The banquet proved a 
very enjoyable affair, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
LOUISIANA. 


[From Our Own CORRESPONDENT. | 

As long as my facts are not disputed (and they cannot be successfully dis- 
puted), I care not a straw what the opinions of the ‘‘ Southern correspond- 
ents” may be of my opinions. 

I write neither to amuse nor to irritate, and if the truth is sometimes 
unpleasant, the fault lies with those who have made it so, and not with the 
one who tells it. And it makes very little difference what position the man 
occupies who tells it, whether he be a local, a special, or a general agent, or 
officer of a local company. 

The Goetter, Weil & Co.’s loss at Montgomery has been settled at $186,500 
upon an insurance of $266,250. The adjuster’s statement made the loss to 
be $171,693.85, and upon these figures they determined to stand until the 
waters of the Styx had frozen at least eighteen inches thick. 

But tremendous pressure was brought to bear upon the Montgomery local 
companies, and under the pressure they ‘‘ caved” and agreed to pay upon the 
basis of $186,550. Then certain general agents and managers in Atlanta 
held a meeting, took the case out of the hands of the adjusters, agreed to 
settle for their companies and recommended the other companies to do the 
same, and to have their checks in the hands of the assured by the 27th of 
August, sharp. 

There is a good deal of secret history about this case, which, if put into 
print, would furnish rather racy reading. I understand that should this con- 
cern have another loss, several of the present sufferers will not be found upon 
the list. 

In connection with this loss, ugly rumors have reached the outside world 
that the assured had made sundry presents to some adjusters, which presents 
were thankfully received. 





Those special agents and adjusters whose sense of honor no corrupting 
aneesthetic, no matter how skillfully administered, can put to sleep, owe it 
to themselves to expose and to ostracize those recreant members of the craft 
who indulge in this most reprehensible practice. The integrity of the pro- 
fession demands that its ranks be purged of such vermin—and the sooner the 
better. 

Manager Nelson has returned from his summer vacation, and his firm grasp 
is once more upon the helm. 

What a pity it is that some of those who possess universal knowledge will 
not consent to unlearn just a trifle, and then learn it over again under Nel- 
son's tuition! That particular part of the world in which they circulate 
would be so much better off. 

The Brooklyn Cooperage fire brought blessing withit. It gave us John 
Howley for atime. Bill Cooke of the Imperial and Hereford of the Royal 
have also been with us, and such company in the midst of summer is as 
welcome as the oasis to the parched travelers in the desert. 

I understand that Mr, Sullivan, the well-known Kentuckian, is at the head 
of a large party of congenial insurance spirits, heading for the prize fights. 

NEW ORLEANS, August 22. O’ HAGERTY. 





IN AND ABOUT BOSTON. 
[From Our Own CORRESPONDENT. ] 

The semi-annual report of the Boston protective department shows a good 
improvement over the condition of things six months. The increase in pre- 
miums is over ten percent. This is partly due to the raising of rates in 
February. Of the fifty-two companies reporting forty-two show an increase 
in business over the previous six months. Of the agencies Scull & Field 
wrote nearly one-tenth of the whole business. John C, Paige comes in sec- 
ond, and Hollis & Wise third. 

Massachusetts endowment concerns are lessening in numbers rapidly. The 
Catholic Crusaders of the Holy Cross and the Knights and Ladies of Colum- 
bus are among the last to fall by the wayside, despite their high sounding 
names. A receiver has been appointed for the former, and one is petitioned 
for by some members of the latter. 

Some of the Massachusetts members of the Iron Hall are trying to keep 
the funds in their possession out of the hands of the receiver appointed at 
Indianapolis. They hope to do this by securing the appointment of a receiver 
for this State. At the end of last year there were over 10,000 certificates out 
in the Bay State, representing about $8,500,000. In 1891 there were over 
1200 certificates written here. 

The Columbian Fire of Louisville will enter this State, and be ready for 
business about the middle of September. 
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Three Boston factory mutuals are among the ten which have united to 
write electric risks. 

The Boston Manufacturers Mutual has a most elaborate code of rules 
applying to electric risks, Since they were first enforced they have met with 
but one loss from this class of policies, and that was but $1000, 

The Reliance Marine of London will enter Massachusetts, and President 
E. A. Poole of the China Mutual will be the Boston agent. 

Officers of the Providence companies will be dined at Nantasket next 
Saturday by the officers of the Boston factory mutuals. 

Charles B. Wise of Hollis & Wise has been taking his vacation at 
Menauvhant. 

John C, Paige has sent George McCarthy West to inspect the Michigan 
mining property insured by the company. 

Francis H, Stevens, resident secretary of the North British and Mercantile, 
is at Swampscott for the late summer. 

Secretary B. F. Taft of the Cotton and Woolen Manufacturers Mutual is 
spending a two weeks’ vacation at Ayer. 

Assistant Secretary Newell of the German-American was in town last week. 

President Wood of the Philadelphia Mutual was in town Tuesday last. 

Wm. B. Robinson, Scull & Field’s cashier, is at Nantucket. 

Boston, MAss., August 27. 


Somerby’s visit to Boston last week continues to be the chief topic being 
discussed in insurance circles. That he was not mobbed, tarred and feathered 
or rode out of town on a rail can only be accounted for on the ground that 
even those he has helped to mulct and rob could but admire his colossal gall. 
It is estimated that there is something like $325,000 in the hands of the sub- 
ordinate lodges in this State, but it is exceedingly doubtful if the 10,000 mem- 
bers holding certificates to the face value of nearly nine million dollars will 
get even a mere pittance, despite the fact that last week the supreme court 
of the State issued an injunction forbidding the removal from the State of any 
of the books, accounts, monies, property or documents now in the possession 
of the subordinate lodges or their offices. 

No one is surprised now to learn that at last the Order of Aegis, the next 
largest order in the State to the Iron Hall, is in very hot water. An injunc- 
tion has been applied for and grave charges preferred against the supremes. 
This one of the seven year concerns was supposed to be one of the most 
solid of the endowment “‘ orders.” . 

And here is still another, Some of the members are endeavoring to have 
the ‘‘ Order of the Helping Hand” wound up. This is a five year concern, 
but has been in existence only thirty-three months, During that time, how. 
ever, it has collected $132,256, or $31 per certificate alone for expenses, all of 
which has disappeared but about $5000. 

Number four is the ‘‘ Order of Safety.” It is safe now in the hands of a 
receives, F. B. Davis having been appointed last week. 

W. H. Dyer, superintendent of the Berkshire Life, left last Monday morn- 
for a trip through the West. Among other large cities he will visit Detroit» 
Cleveland, St. Louis and Cincinnati. 

The annual midsummer dinner of the officers of the factory mutual insur- 
ance companies occurred last Saturday afternoon at the Atlantic House, Nan- 
tasket beach, and on Thursday the New Hampshire Board of Underwriters 
picnicked at the Isles of Shoals, the members listening to an able address on 
electricity by secretary Goddard of the New England Insurance Exchange. 

The North American of this city has announced that it has withdrawn 
from the city of St. Louis because its St. Louis business has been exceedingly 
unprofitable. 

Upon retiring from the secretaryship of the German-American department 
of the Lancashire, S. E, Barton was presented with a gold pen and handsome 
holder by his associates in the local office. Although Mr. Barton is not doing 
much talking regarding his plans for the future, it is a current rumor that he 
is to become interested in the building of an electric railroad in the State of 
Washington. Mr. Barton is at his very pleasant home in Newtonville. 

Having been appointed Boston agent of the Agricultural, John T. Kaler 
has opened an office at 85 Water street. For the past twelve years Mr. Kaler 
has been in the office of Curtis Clark. : 

At the Boston office of the Provident Life and Trust Insurance Company 
your correspondent was told last week that up to September 1 the local 
agency had written $1,103,000 new business, against $765,000 for the same 
period last year. It does not require a very long-headed individual to figure 
this out as a gain of about fifty per cent. 

The New England Insurance Exchange is out with its revised summer 
hotel schedule, 

All the arrangements are now practically completed for the fall meeting of 
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the Actuarial Society of America, which is to be held at the Vendome, this 
city, on October 13 and 14. The first session will be called to order at 10 
A. M, on Thursday and will be in the shape of a business meeting. At noon 
there will be a lunch and following this a drive about the city, with the ban- 
quet at 4.30 and theatre parties in the evening. On Friday the members will 
be called to order at 9.30 o'clock, and then the papers which have been pre- 
pared for the occasion will be read. 

Sidney M. Hedges of the insurance firm of Hedges & Hodges, the State 
agents of the Mutual Benefit Life, has returned from his European trip. 

Arthur L, Woodruff, librarian of the New England Insurance Exchange, 
is back from his vacation, which he spent with relatives ‘‘ down in Maine.” 

There appears to have been but very little ‘‘ backbone” to the reported 
kick against the increase in insurance rates adopted by the New England 
Exchange for the shoe manufactories in the city of Haverhill. About all 
there was to it anyway was a series of threats to start new companies. The 
manufacturers, however, in their sober senses realized that if insurance is to 
be had which is worth anything or be at all reliable, that it cannot be had for 
nothing, and, so far as outward appearances indicate, everything is now 
serene. 

Major George O. Carpenter returned last week from his European trip. 
He was accompanied by no less a distinguished personage than the Rev. 
Edward Everett Hale. 

The New England Insurance Exchange, or rather the executive committee 
of that body, deny the report that the alleged violation ef the Exchange’s 
rules on the writing of the Amherst College risk has been either hushed up 
or dropped. The rule said to have been violated is that forbidding blanket 
policies. 

There came very near being a good sized and remarkably lively sort of a 
sensation in the office of the Boston fire commissioners last week. As a mat- 
ter of fact about all it amounted to was the dismissal of Chief Clerk Smith. 
This action of the commissioners was a surprise to no one acquainted with the 
inside working of their office. The only surprise has been that they had not 
discovered sooner that they could dispemse with this young man’s services. 
It has been an open secret for some time that the department books were 
being kept in a wretched condition, as well as that Mr. Smith’s character was 
far from being above reproach. 

The New England Exchange is once more at work after a vacation of a 
couple ot months. It is expected that at an early date the coinsurance clause 
will be finally disposed of. Git GILSoNn. 

Boston, MAss., September 5. 





MACON. 


[From Our OWN CORRESPONDENT. } 

The general increase of rates and demand for coinsurance throughout the 
Southern field, no doubt, is responsible for our being flooded with letters and 
circulars from brokers in the North and West offering to write lines on almost 
any class of property; one of these reads: ‘* High rates and objectional 
clauses force the assured to apply abroad for his insurance, etc,” 

Of course, there are lots of kickers over the seventy-five per cent clause; 
we expected them, and it would take the rest of our days to convince some 
people of the justice of its application—** none are so blind as they that won’t 
see.” 

Savannah and Augusta tariffs have been revised ; Columbus, I believe, is 
in progress, and the agents here are all asking if it is to be our turn next, 
many of them are favoring another revision while others are hoping we will be 
passed by. I see no reason why we should be passed by nor, indeed, how we 
can be, since this was ordered by the association at its last meeting. 

Visiting Americus, Ga., I find the agents there rather stirred up over the 
new tariff of that place just published this month. Many advances have been 
made, of course, and perhaps Some lines reduced or dropped, but the agents 
claim that insurers are placing lines in New York and other places, thus 
cutting into their business. Either this is a bluff on the part of insurers, or 
they are accepting from brokers policies in irresponsible companies, as most 
of the companies have pledged not to write business over an agent's head. 
The statement is made that the rates have been advanced fifteen to fifty per 
cent, but by comparing the old and new tariff it will be found that from fif- 
teen to fifty cents has been added, which is quite a different thing to fifteen 

and fifty per cent. The local board of Americus met on the 2oth to discuss 
the situation. 

The matter of rating new risks here and making revisions has grown to 
such proportions that the local board will have to employ some one to do this 
work, There are several young men in the business here who would be com- 
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petent; likely one of them willbe employed. The old way of having all rating 
done by a committee of three (gratis) is getting to be impracticable now. 

E. A. Horne’s mutual company does not seem to materialize very rapidly, 
perhaps he has thought best to take no further steps until there is ‘‘ a change 
in business all around,” and the future prospects are more alluring than they 
seem to be justnow. He, however, advertises to write fire policies at cheap 
rates, but I hardly think the Westchester, his only company, will be found 
cutting rates here. Special Agent Matthews no doubt placed the second 
agency of his company with Mr. Horne purely on the ground of personal 
friendship. 

C. Q. Carnes has retired from the agency firm of Carnes & Willingham ; 
he will now be found on the road in the interest of the Macon Oil and Ice 
Company. E. P. Willingham will continue to represent the companies of the 
old firm. . 

The Macon Fire declared a semi-annual dividend of three per cent in July, 
making six per cent paid during the year. The Texas general agency of the 
company has been transferred from W. G. Cain & Son of Tyler, to C. E. 
Angell & Co., at Galveston. JuNIvs. 

MACON, GA., August 27. 





SOUTHEASTERN STATES. 


[From Our OWN CORRESPONDENT. | 

The recent loss in Augusta has not given much encouragement that the re- 
sult in the South for the second six months of 1892 will be any better than the 
past. Over $190,000 is the amount which the companies are involved for, 
and this. added to minor losses of the past two months, indicates pretty 
clearly that there has got to be some lively figuring between this and Decem- 
ber 31 for Georgia to show a profit. Notwithstanding the record as outlined 
above, I find that kicking on account of advance of ratesis going on. Savan- 
nah, which has always been a liberal contributor to the loss record, is of 
course prominent in its condemnation of the advance in that city. This has 
been aggravated by the representations of agents, who instead of standing up 
for the companies seem to take sides, as usual, with the clamoring assured. 
Certain agents have visited the home offices of their companies and made 
even these somewhat weak. A report was prevalent that the North British 
would not observe the new tariff, but this has been denied, though the com- 
pany is said to be dissatisfied with the manner in which the rates were ap- 
plied. I recall that the Southeastern Tariff Association was very careful in 
its application of the tariff, and so much so that it was quite a joke on the 
special agent who was made to spend a most disagreeable month in the city, 
badgered on both sides by the kicking locals and the executive committee 
charge with the duty of passing upon the rates. That the action of the North 
British will lead to dissatisfaction is, of course, to be expected, and that it 
will not gain in popularity by even suggesting its opposition at this time is 
equally certain. The company has been very peculiarly managed in the 
South, and truth compels one to say that its position is generally in doubt on 
all questions of policy. Nearly all of the Southern specials know how these 
matters are treated at the home office, but scarcely one of them is willing to 
wager on the North British when it comes to co-operation. I heard a well- 
informed underwriter say that of all companies in the South he feared most 
the erratic course of the North British and Mercantile. 

Candidates for the legislature are now being chosen in Georgia, and the 
city of Atlanta furnishes about a half-dozen aspirants. Nearly all of these 
are young men and are anxious to show their mettle in the Assembly this fall. 
Heretofore they have practically ignored the insurance men, though some at this 
time seem to be desirous of conciliating the insurance vote, which in numbers 
and influence is not to be despised. The Tariff Association seems unmind- 
ful of the election and pursues the even tenor of its way, strictly keeping out 
of the fight, as it properly should do. The author of the anti-compact bill 
recently appeared for Congress and was ingloriously defeated, to the regret of 
his insurance friends. 

The United Underwriters Insurance Company of Atlanta publishes a state- 
ment of its operations for the past six months, from which we gather the fol- 
Total assets, $359.941.14; liabilities, $402,992.80 ; impairment, 
Its income for the same period was $83,035.09, and expendi- 
tures $110,578.32 ; expenditures exceed receipts $27,543.23. The company 
received in premiums $69,207.77, and paid out $69 466.90. It has unpaid 
losses of $15,888.89. Notwithstanding this result it is going on extending its 
business and expects yet to show a handsome surplus. The Atlanta Home 
was more fortunate and is now prospecting, I learn, with a view of entering 
some of the Northern States. It is already planted in the West and has 
made considerable money up to this time. Some are disposed to criticise 
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this move as unwise, but Secretary Hurt and Manager Hawkes have no doubt 
considered it well before acting. I wish the company success. 

The recent big fire in New Orleans was a severe blow to several of the 
sprinkler enthusiasts, and the big line carried by the Lancashire puts to 
blush any previous ventures of the ‘‘ Jumbo writers.” What a difference is 
exhibited in the management of this company as compared with that controll- 
ing it in former years ! 

The recent severe prodding given to companies doing business in New 
Orleans on account of the general agency subterfuge has resulted in many of 
these being forced to sign the commission pledge. It was reported that if 
this was not done there would have been several withdrawals from the com- 
pact. Much intemperate language was indulged in and certain jealousies en- 
gendered between local and foreign underwriters, which in itself was exceed- 
ingly unfortunate besides being uncalled for. 

A recent loss at Montgomery has called for criticism of a harsh nature on 
account of the action of one of the adjusters in offering to settle without ref- 
erence to his associates. The air was lurid for a day or two, but the action 
of two local companies broke the ranks, and as a result the committee having 
the loss in charge was left high and dry, as another stepped in and paid the 
loss at the higher figure. The papers made all sorts of charges against the 
fire department of Montgomery, and some even commented upon the repre- 
hensible pracfice of adjustets accepting presents from the assured. Ad- 
justers in this section are generally free from influence of this kind, and while 
the truth of these reports cannot be ascertained, it is to be regretted that any 
cause for their circulation should have been necessary. A clean-handed ad- 
juster has a decided advantage over his brother who plays into the hands of 
the assured, and I for one do not believe that we have any but honest ad- 
justers among us. If we have not, then they should be driven from the busi- 
ness. ss 

Manager Stockdell of the Phenix of Brooklyn has had Louisiana and Mis- 
sissippi added to his territory, which is strong evidence that the company ap- 
preciates this successful young underwriter. 

Jacksonville, after abusing the insurance companies and doing all in its 
power to resist the advance in rates, has at last awakened to the importance 
of improving its fire department, and will, [ am informed, soon employ a 
competent chief to take charge. The present official in charge will, I am 
told, tesign at an early date. 

The commission or brokerage on exchange business has been the subject of 
discussion among the local agents in this city, and an effort will be made to 
regulate same, so as to limit same to ten per cent. 

It is rumored that a prominent agency firm in this city is about to dissolve, 
articles of separation having been drawn up for some time. 

Clarence Knowles is still summering at the White Sulphur Springs, while 
most of the other underwriters have returned to business. ERNEST. 

ATLANTA, GA., August 30. 





CHICAGO. 


[From Our OwN CORRESPONDENT. ] 

Chicago's delegation to the meeting of the Western Union at Niagara Falls 
next Wednesday leaves the city to-morrow by an afternoon train. From all 
reports nearly every manager will be present. The interesting subjects which 
will come up for discussion are said to be many, chief among which 
will undoubtedly be the question of applying graded commissions to 
the State of Iowa. This, the bune of contention, I am informed will 
have many advocates, but at this writing it is not apparent that the meas- 
ure will be adopted. Other matters will be the allowing the committee on 
improved risks to make rates on approved sprinkler equipments and the stand 
taken by the Phenix of London in the matter of writing business over the 
heads of agents, and its consequent withdrawal from the union. Of course 
the Western Factory Association will be attacked again by its enemies. All 
in all the sessions bid fair to be very lively and interesting. 

Special Agent Frank, who gained considerable notoriety in plate glass cir- 
eles by his bulldozing tactics, notably at Peoria, Ill., is no longer connected 
with the New York Plate Glass Insurance Company. 

Agents for the Atlas Assurance Corporation have been appointed as fol- 
lows: A. Weil, Evansville, Ind.; George Roefols, Grand Rapids, Mich.; L. 
G. Pape, Memphis, Tenn.; Parker & Hall, Springfield, Mo.; Wallace & 
Dye, Springfield, O.; John Foulkes, Terre Haute, Ind.; Charles K. Baker, 
Kansas City, Kan. 

One of the Chicago brokers who claims to control the business of the 
National Cordage Company, emanating from its Chicago offices, says that the 
publication of the recent articles stating that a certain clause had been re- 
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them as well as making it very hard to get suitable insurance. He says that 
the company is accepting no policies without the clause, but the managers of 
several companies have told me that endorsements eliminating the feature 
have been secured by them. I understand the insurance is well scattered. 
Some is placed in Minneapolis, some in Chicago, a large block in New York, 
and rumor says that a nice line is soon to be, if it has not already been, sent 
to England. 

Manager Van Anden of the State Investment announced last week that he 
had reinsured the St. Louis business of the North American of Boston, 
which has now only its Chicago agency left in the West. About six months 
ago the North American disposed of all its business outside of Chicago and 
St. Louis to the same company. Heavy losses induced it to take this last 
step. The North American has had a hard time in recent years. 

‘* London Notes” is the name of a new company paper issued by Charles 
Lyman Case, Western manager of the London Assurance Corporation. 

Mrs. S. A. Prescott, a successful life insurance worker from the Pacific 
Coast, has joined the forces of the New York Life in this city, under Mrs. 
Neal. 

L. M. Sherman of Milwaukee has been appointed Wisconsin State agent, 
and Messrs. White Brothers of Washington, D. C., general agents, for the 
North American Accident Association of Chicago. 

‘* Strong’s Insurance Directory of Chicago” for 1892, published by W. R. 
Strong, 33 Lakeside Building, has just been issued. 

A. D. Kennedy, one of the oldest agents on the street, was declared insane 
in the court last week. About four years ago Mr. Kennedy sustained severe 
injuries about the head by being thrown from a horse ; since that time his 
faculties have been gradually weakening. He at one time had one of the 
largest and most prosperous local agencies in the city. G, A. W. 

CHICAGO, ILL., September 5. 





KANSAS CITY. 


[From Our OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 

The big crops in Kansas are moving now and the usual rumpus over grain 
insurance is coming up. Kansas agents are very demonstrative in their asser- 
tions that much of the business is being written in Missouri and that agents 
this side the line are carrying their prerogative of rate cutting to painful ex- 
tremes. As all dailies must pass through Manager Tetter’s office, it is hard 
to reconcile this assertion without casting opprobrium upon somebody, Of 
course Missouri agents deny the soft impeachment, and when they do the 
Kansas man winks his other eye. However, the State line has always been 
a breeder of trouble and always will be. Certain Missouri agents have 
‘*dummies” across the line and in this way capture a great deal of choice 
business without violating any law. A half hundred attempts have been made 
to thwart this scheme, but to no purpose, West Kansas City has many choice 
plums in the shape of fire insurance risks. The Missouri agent wants them 
and will have ’em even if he has to swim the Kansas river. 

Insurance row was shaken from centre to circumference one fine morning 
last week, when it leaked out that three new fire insurance firms were being 
organized. Worse yet, they were to be non-boarders, - There is a faint hope 
that the schemes will fall through, but it is a known fact that a representative 
is East trying to secure companies. One firm is now in the business, but since 
Armstrong companies reinsured have done but very little. The other two 
firms will be composed of ex-capitalists, who see in fire insurance a rare chance 
to retrieve their fallen fortunes. The present is a very inopportune time to 
start non-board agencies. 

There were 3500 tents at the Knights of Pythias encampment, and a scramble 
was made for the insurance. A short rate of four per cent frightened the 
contractor out. However, one enterprising special secured $2500 on the tent 
floors and chuckled audibly. He was scared almost to death a few days later 
on visiting the grounds and finding the tents removed and tons upon tons 
of straw piled up on the tent floors. Gangs of hoodlums, many of them smok- 
ing cigars or cigarettes, were ransacking the debris for any valuables that 
might have been lost. It is said the special didn’t draw his breath again until 
the policy was canceled. 

The local lodges of the Iron Hall have at last come to the conclusion that 
their idol is smashed. It was a long struggle, but the fallacy of holding on to 
any hope became apparent. Mass meetings have been held nightly fora 
week, the principal sticking point being the disposition of the twenty per cent 
reserve fund. Representatives were selected to attend the supreme sitting at 
Indianapolis. 


The pride of Kansas City is gone. The Kansas City Co-operative Benefit 
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Association departed this life a few days ago, after two weeks struggle. It 
didn’t even wait for its first certificate to mature. Two hundred and fifty-two 
misguided suckers grabbed at the bait. When this concern started up I wrote 
Commisssioner Ellerbe if he could stop it. He said it did not come under his 
jarisdiction, but Secretary of State Leseur might do something. I wrote Mr. 
Leseur, and he referred me to Commissioner Ellerbe. So it goes; no one is 
responsible, and these nefarious scoundrels thrive. The demise of this insti- 
tution was due to the want of $2 to pay the city license. Hereafter when I 
want one of these clap-traps closed up, I'll call in the license inspector. He'll 
fetch ’em. 

Reports from various sections of the West justify the belief that life insur- 
ance business is in anything but a satisfactory condition. It is known that the 
three big companies are having a lively scramble in Kansas and Nebraska ; 
competition is extremely bitter, and bad practices are the rule and not the ex- 
ception. Asa matter of fact the West is improving rapidly as a life insurance 
field, and the fight for supremacy will focus itself in the territory west of the 
Mississippi. Cutting each other’s throats, however, will spoil it if persistently 
followed up. It is said that more policies are being given away than sold. 

Marked improvement is noticeable in all branches of business. A great 
many familes are moving to town, and but very few empty houses can be 
found. Quite a number of vacant storerooms remain, but these will fill up 
soon. It will no doubt be comforting to many companies to know that this 
very serious element of vacant houses is almost wiped out. 

The water-works company sprung its usual leak last week by threatening to 
cut off the water supply. This was caused by the city refusing to pay hydrant 
rental for six months, because the water company failed to furnish pressure 
according to contract. The city is no doubt justified in its course. Eastern 
officials are here now, trying to fix the matterup. In this connectionit is well to 
remark that the water-works are bonded for three times their value, and that 
several life insurance companies hold many of these bonds, 

Visiting insurance men during the Pythian encampment were scarcer than 
hen’s teeth. Wonder where they were ? 

The Rascher Map Company of Chicago is canvassing the city fora new map 
in four volumes. They promise improvement over the old one. 

Chas. D. Mill is home from a summer jaunt to Boston and other Eastern 
points. He comes back improved physically. 

Eli Potter, general agent Penn Mutual Life, suffered the loss of his valuable 
homestead Wednesday night. It was valued at $75,000, with contents, and 
will fall very severe on Mr. Potter, as there was but $37,500 insurance. 

Visitors last week were: J. W. Buchanan, Pacific Mutual Life, Chanute, 
Kan.; E. P. Kingsley, general agent American Casualty and Security Com- 
pany, Chattanooga, Tenn.; Frank A. Woodruff, special agent Washington 
Life ; W. J. Nichols, general agent Dwelling House, Chicago. HARRY. 

Kansas City, September 2. 





INDUSTRIAL ASSURANCE. 


[Our readers will oblige by sending us suggestions, items of news, etc., such as 
appointments of superintendents and assistant superintendents, or anything of 
interest in connection with industrial assurance. ] 


—The Prudential transferred Assistant D. E. Ryan from New York No, 1 
to Buffalo. 

—The Prudential promoted C. H. Prout to assistant superintendent at 
Kingston, N. Y. 

—J. Legge has been promoted to assistant superintendent for the Pruden- 
tial, at Pittsburgh. 

—Duke A. Putney, assistant superintendent for the Metropolitan at 
Omaha, has resigned. 

—S. S. Streeter has been promoted by the Prudential to assistant superin- 
tendent at Oil City, Pa. 

—The Prudential appointed J. Plotz to assistant superintendent in the 
Newark No. 4 district. 

—R. A. Connor has been appointed inspector of agents for the Provident 
Life of Wheeling, W. Va. 

—Fred M. McHugh, assistant superintendent at Boston, Mass., for the 
John Hancock, has resigned. 

—The Metropolitan’s new building is to be completed by April, 1893. 
Work is being pushed rapidly. 

—Supervisor West of the Metropolitan is investigating the methods and 
business of Assistant Superintendent S. Heath of Hamilton, O. The medi- 
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cal examiner, Dr. Filton, is involved, it being claimed that he made reports 
without seeing the applicants. 

—Walter G. Halfpenny has been appointed to assistant superintendent for 
the Western and Southern, at Cleveland. 

—W. O. Weller was appointed assistant superintendent for the Prudential 
at Waverly, N. Y., part of the Elmira district. 

—C. G. Carveth has been appointed assistant superintendent for the Pru- 
dential at Chicago under Superintendent Bates. 

—George H. Lower, assistant superintendent for the Metropolitan at Lez 
banon, has resigned. His successor is John T. Collier. 

—J. H. Stiebeling was promoted to assistant superintendent for the -Pru- 
dential under Superintendent Collins in New York city. 

—The Cincinnati Wage-Workers Life and Accident Company is the title 
of the new industrial company in process of formation at Cincinnati. 


—Arthur Boden, assistant superintendent for the Metropolitan, at Cincin- 
nati, was arrested on August 22 on a charge of embezzlement from the com- 
pany. 

—Edward McGowan, assistant superintendent for the Metropolitan at 
Lowell, Mass., resigned. He is now with the Prudential at Fort Wayne, 
Ind., in the same capacity. 

—The Metropolitan employed W. W. Dougal to investigate their business 
at Middletown, Conn., and as a result of his report we understand several 
dismissals have taken place. 

—The Industrial Life of New York sells policies on the weekly payment 
plan in the New York Life, the Mutual Life, the Equitable, Connecticut 
General and the National Life of Vermont. 

—Frederick Broemel, now superintendent for the Prudential at Bingham- 
ton, N. Y., has been promoted to the superiatendency of Cincinnati No. 2, 
vice L, G, Hatton, who resigns on account of sickness in his family. 

—The Metropolitan has distributed circulars amongst its agents in Massa- 
chusetts calling attention to that part of chapter 372. of the Massachusetts 
insurance laws relating to the penalties attaching to fraudulent misrepresen- 
tation. 

—The Provident Life have opened up at Charleston, W. Va., placing N. 
S. Kitchen in charge as superintendent. It is the intention of this company 
to extend their lines further South after the two or three towns not yet opened 
have been entered, 

—Superintendent J. K. Voshell of the John Hancock’s Providence district 
was appointed one of the delegates to the National Covention by the Provi- 
dence Life Underwriters Association. It is a good thing to have the indus- 
trial men brought more in contact with their fellow-workers in the ordinary 
line, The National Convention will comprise, according to our estimate, 
more industrial representatives than ever before. 


—wWilliam A. Lucas, said to be of New York, was arrested on the 27th ult. 
at New Brunswick and charged with obtaining money by false pretenses from 
industrial policyholders. His plan was to take up the policies, giving a check 
therefor for a sum larger than that agreed upon, and receiving the difference 
in his favor from the insured. He represented himself as authorized. by the 
companies to purchase the policies on their behalf. 

—There has never been a time in the history of industrial assurance in the 
United States when the outlook for business was brighter, and from what we 
learn, the opportunities to push ahead are being made the most of. There 
are no longer differences and warfare between the companies and agents who 
properly canvass their business can hold it by dint of proper effort. The 
record of industrial assurance for 1892 will, we are confident, eclipse that 
of any previous year. 

— During the next few months agents are likely to hear a good deal about 
‘* protection,” and life assurance will be treated as a secondary issue if the 
agents permit this ; but they will not. It is a good season for the head of a 
family to talk about ‘‘ protection” ‘if he can point to the provision he has 
made for his household in the line of a life assurance policy, but not other- 
wise, for if he be a man of good judgment he shou!d learn to appreciate the 
word in its full sense as regards his family, before he attempts to educate the 
country without a practical example. 


—Both the Metropolitan and Prudential have become devotees to fine art, 
as these companies have each offered pictures as prizes to the field men for 
increases and collections. A picture becomes part of the home property of 
the winner ; it beautifies the room and serves as a reminder of what effort was 
put forth to gain it and how eager was the struggle for it. It tells the story 
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of work and its reward, and a story of this kind is always good to hear of. 
Whatever a man gains by his personal effort he feels a greater pride in than 
if he obtained the same thing without labor. 
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addition we have included columns showing the surpluses of the companies on 
January 1, 1892, and the increase or decrease in same up to July 1: 
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ASSESSMENT LIFE AND ACCIDENT COMPANIES. 








ComPANY. 


American Temperance. . 
Central Guarantee....... 
Chicago Guaranty F und.. 
Connecticut Indem. Ass'n. 
Industrial Mutual Aid..... 
Hartford L. and A........ 
ee LEE ee ee oe 
Massachusetts Benefit 
Mutual Reserve Fund...... 
Southwestern Masonic Aid 
Valley Mutual 


eee ween weee 


Accident Companies. 
International Railway...... 
Northeastern Mutual Acc.. 
Railway Officials.......... 
Southeastern Mutual...... 
United States Mutual Acc . 








| 
| p ee. Insurance | Premiums 
| Socies | Written. | Received. 
| Issued. 
| SEE) Peso te 
| $ 
137 246,000 20,787 
62 102,500 | 7217 
604 | — 604,000 65,402 
815 | 1,039,375 54,311 
1,592 971 2,057 
3,504 | 6,818,000] 732,217 
4,271 | 6,178,617 71,569 
2,148 | 7,204,000 815,127 
7,209 21,989,370) 1,745,788 
2,599 | 8,364,500 | 1,029,567 
224 330,000 | 97,087 | 
428 662,650 733 
3,039 | 11,683,750 741342 
10,545 | 17,990,325 a > 
378 | | 1,427,500 6,477 
14, 767 | | 70,782,000 | 498,160 














Amount of 

Losses 
Incurred. ngeaee 

$ 
20,702 | 2,847,700 
3,000 793,000 
55,000} 6,888,000 
27,100} 6,078,050 
128 1,771 
640,500 | 89,923,500 
22,167 | 11,826,134 
608,000 ! 101,071,750 
1,276,258 |237,197,280 
992,486 31059.500 
108, 800 ,7OI, 100 
III 662,650 
29,621 | 51,370,250 
143,139 | 61,774,920 
12,133 | 7,261,000 
210,263 |356,144,150 











Semi-Annual Statements of Fire Insurance Companies. 


FOLLOWING will be found a statement of the assets and surpluses as of July 1 
and the premiums and losses of the first six months of 1892 of the fire insur- 


ance companies operating in Georgia, whose reports have been received. 


In 





Indiana Reports. 


IN addition to the figures of companies reporting to Georgia authorities, 
printed elsewhere in this issue, we give below the assets and surpluses on 
January 1 and July 1 of some fire insurance companies, whose reports are’ not 
included in the Georgia table, as furnished the Indiana Insurance Depart- 


ment: 





ComPANIES, 


Allemanpia, Pittsburgh 
Buffalo German, Buffalo 
Citizens, St. Louis. 
Concordia, Milwaukee....... 
German, Freeport... 

German, Pittsbur h. Fee 
Michigan F. and Detroit. 
Milwaukee Mechanics, Milw. 
Newark, Newark............ 
New Hampshire, Manchester. 
New York Bowery, New York 
Northwestern National, Miiw. 


eee twee nee 


Peoples, Manchester......... 
Prussian National, Germany. 
Reading, Reading. Shoae axeoe™ 
Teutonia, Dayton ........... 




















Assets Assets, lus. : 

Jan. 1, 1892, July 1, 1892. | Jan, Spade . Ljary T tabe. 
$405,128 | $391,757 $55,144 $55, 
ne pero 912,470 932.577 

. 409, 195, , 
633,609 doo. 28: 130,167 pa 
2,671,221 23745,252 603,562 | , 
coe 508,112 71,947 70.878 
9,3 10,051 130,451 I 
1,866,680 see age I, -a¢- <4 1,088 268 
702,426 662,811 248,045 234,936 
1,839,961 1,902,782 400,881 412,948 
584,355 548,718 2, 70,520 
1,630,243 | 1,637,934 385,402 495,173 
824,371 830,820 70,107 73,113 
1094 676, 160 511,828 522,765 
687,665 689,968 109, 184 114,407 
418,096 435,629 253,114 , 251 
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Life Assurance in 1890 and 1891. 
WE present herewith an interesting table showing the aggregate transactions 
of all United States life companies in 1891 in comparison with the figures of 
1890. The table is so constructed that any increase or decrease may be seen 
at a glance. 





1891. 1890, 


























$ $ 
Number of amettes Ett ee ee ORE Eee 53 50 
ce LE eis cvs as oSese cesses ccce beeen 9,821,750 8,096,750 
INCOME. 

OC ieagie cc ye cess rs acs ccevess eves 34,515,220 | 34,879,708 
Renewal premiums @ ............-..-ee00---2+eeeee 135,523,255 | 118,715,769 
Received for annuities....................2----00-- 2,916,708 | 3,248,193 

Total premium income 172,955,183 | 158,069,250 
Dividends, interest, etc...... 36,446,597 | 34,000,449 
Received for rents.......+s+-0++eecesssceccescee sees 3,355,204 2,731,388 
All other receipts @............2.2. 0.00000 sees eee 687,605 | 2,034,811 

Total interest and other income................ 40,489, 405 | 38,868,819 


| 

Total oy ogy 1 eae ae 213,444,589 | 585 | 196,938,069 
| 
| 


























EXPENDITURES. 
Paid for death losses...............0000002eeee eee 55,827,086 50,874,980 
Paid for matured endowments................-.--+- 8,481,069 | 8,889,111 
PIO vin n ov lokdedenrcrcaveccscccccccscecs. 2,001,147 1,775,330 
Paid for surrendered, lapsed and purchased policies.| 16,513,387 | 13,956,482 
Dividends to policyholders.................-.--.+.-- | 14,203,855 | 14,511,917 
Total payments to policyholders..............-.| 97,026,344 | 90,015,553 
Dividends to stockhold SR i edialis havedeeseret ss. 643,946 | 467,627 
Commiss’s, salaries and traveling expenses of agent:., © 28,983,195 | = 27,481,965 
Medical fees, salaries and other charges of employees. 6,200,217 5,518,379 
All other expenditures a... .....-.. 2020-0 eeeeee sees | 11,708,250 10,724,381 
Total expenses of management.........-...... 47,532,588 44,190,352 
Total expenditures. ............-.----0-0-+05- 144,557,932 134,198,171 
Excess of income over expenditures Le ee 68,886,057 62,729,898 
ASSETS. 

ee 85,785,345 80,699,595 
Bonds and mortgage loans...................--.--- 333,930,499 309,601,235 
United States bonds..................-200cee eens 4,788,958 6,454,513 
Other stocks and bonds...............-...-...0005- 295,772,313 265,590,667 
NL rane sve cerc se ccsecccccdsccscess 40,349,439 35,631,744 
Premium notes and loans................--.-.2-5+: 21,053,640 19,903,242 
Cash in office and banks........................1%. 35,954,823 32,417,403 
Net deferred and unpaid premiums................. 15,230,232 13,650,222 
PT CEES Be oo ccc cc crete cece ec ccccccccccscnes 7,719,869 7,018,440 
Total admitted assets.............-...60.00005- 840,579,127 770,972,061 
Items not admitted.................-.0.0500055 8,828,988 6,590,770 

LIABILITIES. 
Reinsurance reserve (per cent)...............-.-.-- 727,497,575 669,963,688 
Losses and claims not paid.................-.-..--- 4,583,090 3,948,513 
I hs Sadcic se ocsde'vbcow secs decesccs 298,216 245,096 
Dividends unpaid...............0-.02e eee eee eee e ees 1,457,310 1,284,554 
All other liabilities Ee re ae Soe 6,395,258 3,239,478 
Total liabilities................002eeeeeeees2+++| 740,226,450 | 678,681,309 
Surplus to policyholders... . ceesccece aces] rT 92,290,752 

| 

ers ee 
New business written. . “2 byebese-cseevencl Re 902,167,799 
New business not taken. . Pesiedececestotceose| SEEMED | ZOG,070.559 
New business actually paid ORG Re os | 779,223,225 742,097,240 
Whole life policies i in force. . ce ceeqececdoscces| MOOG, G07 | 2,575,215,035 
Endowment policies in force .. 908,965,939 824,760,281 
All other policies in force a . 233,444,509 220,913,009 
Total insurance in force........................ | 3,966,303,495 | 3,620,789,225 
Industrial business written...................-...-. 227,163,800 241,946,519 
Industrial policies in force (amount)................ 480,107,214 428,789,342 
Total assets (including non-admitted items.......... 849,433,920 | 777,562,831 
Total surplus (including non-admitted items). . 109,243,019 | 98,881,522 


2,134,925,172 | 1,959,300,947 


Total premiums received since organization by 50 cos. 
1,446, 136,685 | 1,347:330,541 


Total pay’ts to policyh’ers since organiza’n by 50 cos. 








@ Where the various items of a few companies’ statements have not been classified, 
the total amounts have been included in these aggregates. 





The Actuarial Society of America. 
THE above society will hold its fall meeting this year in Boston, on the invi- 
tation of its members who reside in or near that city. The Hotel Vendome 
has been selected as the place of meeting and the time set for Thursday and 
Friday, October 13 and 14. As at present arranged the following programme 
will be carried out : Thursday, October 13, 10 A. M., business meeting ; 12.30 
P. M., light lunch; 1.30 P. M., drive ; 4.30 P. M., dinner, and 8 P. M., thea- 
tre party. Friday, 9.30 A. M., the reading of new papers, etc. The mem- 
bers of the society will doubtless have an enjoyable time, and it goes without 
saying that much benefit will accrue from their meeting in friendly rivalry on 


the debating floor. 
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MERE MENTION. 


—A lumbermen’s insurance company is threatened in Texas. 
The New Orleans compact is preparing a new tariff on sugar houses. 

—E. D. Hallof Meriden, Conn., a prominent insurance agent, died recently. 

—Electric light installations throughout Texas are said to be in bad shape. 

—A company to insure against damage by flood is being formed at Rome, 
Ga. 

—The Iowa Merchants Mutual Insurance Company is organizing at Daven- 
port, Ia. 

—C, P. Hurley succeeds to the insurance business of the late S. A. Childs 
of Fitchburg, Mass. 

—W. M. Root, Insurance Commissioner of Wisconsin, has been renomi- 
nated for that office. 

—T. W. Peyton has been appointed receiver for Henry C. Howell, a New 
York insurance broker. 

—The Granite State Fire is enlarging its home office to accommodate its 
rapidly increasing business. 

—Silas Chapman, Jr., has purchased the Hartford agency of the Hartford 
Fire, long held by B. R. Allen. 

—Louis Ebart, a Washington (Pa.) insurance agent, was lately arrested at 
Pittsburgh on a charge of larceny. 

—A reward of $250 is offered by the National Board for the arrest and con- 
viction of the Seymour (Mo.) firebugs. 

—The Attorney-General of Ohio is after the Mutual Fire Association and 
the Northern Mutual, both of Toledo. 

—Lancashire lines will be limited to $38,100 on any one risk, that amount 
being ten per cent of its surplus on July 1. 

—The office of E. A. Palfrey, the prominent New Orleans insurance agent, 
was lately burglarized. Nothing of value was stolen. 

—A pneumatic device for holding hatch dvors and releasing them by the 
fusing of plugs has received the approval of the Chicago board. 

—E. H. Williams of Cincinnati, formerly agent for the Ohio Farmers of 
Le Roy, is charged with embezzlement, and has been arrested. 

—Edmund Dodgson, the absconding insurance agent of Neenah, Wis., has 
been located in Colne, England, where he intends to marry and live. 

—A copy of the revised statutes of Flonda relating to insurance and surety 
companies has been received. We thank State Treasurer Triay for same. 

—A meeting of the Association of Fire Underwriters of Missouri, Kansas 
and Nebraska will be held on the 20th inst at the Elms, Excelsior Springs, 
Mo. 

—We were misinformed when we stated that Thomas Hart of Nashville, 
Tenn., had been appointed special agent for the North British and Mer- 
cantile. 

—Citizens of Brockport, N. Y., are terror-stricken on account of the 
numerous incendiary fires which have occurred. there during the past eight 
months. 

—John F. Symington & Co, of Baltimore, Md., having retirement from 
business in contemplation, have resigned their agency of the United Firemens 
of Philadelphia. 

—G. W. Burkhardt of Detroit, supreme master of the Sons of Industry, 
who was accused by Commissioner Magill of using illegal methods, has been 
arrested and released on bail. 

—The stockholders of the retired California Insurance Company have voted 
to reduce the capital of the company from $600,000 to $300,000, returning 
fifty per cent to the stockholders. 

—Wnm. H. Donahue, a prominent insurance agent of Ironton, O., was re- 
cently accidentally locked in the Auditor's big safe, from which he was res- 
cued just in time to avoid suffocation. 

—cC. C. Burrill of Ellsworth, Me., has admitted his son, Frank C. Burrill 
to a share in his insurance business, which will hereafter be conducted under 
the firm name of C, C, Burrill & Son. 

—The Reliance Marine of Liverpool has been licensed to operate in Massa- 
chusetts. E. A. Poole of Boston, president of the China Mutual, will be the 
company’s New England representative. 

—The revival of the ‘‘ Black Crook” at the Academy of Music to-morrow 
night is regarded as ‘‘an event” in theatrical circles. The dancers, ninety- 
four in all, carry trophies to match their costumes.— Zhe Chronicle, Septem - 
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ber tr. No doubt the editor enjoyed himself on the recreative occasion 
referred to, but what bearing has the above paragraph upon insurance, which 
is supposed to be the specialty of The Chronicle. 


—Officers of the Rochester German visited New York last week with a 
view to the opening of an agency in that city. The company withdrew from 
the Metropolitan district over four years ago. 


—John E. Hollingsworth, commissioner of agriculture, insurance, statistics 
and history of Texas, has issued his report for 1891. In it he deals at length 
with the New York Life troubles and endowment frauds. 


—On the occasion of S. E. Barton’s retirement from the office of the Lan- 
cashire, of which company’s general American department he was secretary, 
he was presented with a handsome gold pen by the office force. 


—An assessment of twenty per cent on the contingent liability of New York 
policyholders of the long since defunct Consolidated Mutual Fire of Chicago 
has been levied and the claims placed in an attorney's hands for collection. 


—W. S. Canon of Newark, N. J., not having paid a fine imposed upon 
him by the Newark committee of the Underwr'ters Association of the middle 
department, is made subject to the non-intercourse rule until further notice. 


—A Pennsylvania concern, the Mutual Live Stock and Chattel Theft Iw- 
surance Company, failed a while ago, and since the failure has levied two 
assessments on members. A local paper now says ‘‘ they prefer the old form 
of robbery.” 


—A marked contrast to the treatment from their employers received by 
some of the militiamen recently in service is that of those in the office of the 
Phenix of Brooklyn, who were paid double their usual salaries for the time 
they were in active service. 


—Fire insurance companies doing business in Pine Bluff, Ark., are consid- 
ering the advisability of ceasing to write there on account of the difficulty be- 
tween the city council and the water company, which causes the city to be 
without a proper water supply. 


—The statement is made that the insurance on John Wanamaker'’s vast es- 
tablishment in Philadelphia will be dropped on account of the recent rise in 
rates and the application of the eighty per cent coinsurance clause. The value 
of the property is about $2,500,000. 


—Only the city and State business of the American and the Underwriters 
of Wheeling was transferred to the Phoenix of London, the outside risks being 
reinsured in the Citizens of Toledo, with a provision for returning unearned 
premiums to policyholders preferring to cancel. 


—Joseph Gaunder, the Syracuse insurance agent who has been under a 
financial cloud for several weeks and who suddenly disappeared from the city, 
has been found and arrested in Worcester, Mass. He is charged with misap- 
propriating $250 as executor of the Fabre estate. 


—If the firm of Reynolds, Robertson & Co. of Spokane does not join the 
local board by the 15th inst. its disruption is threatened. The Guardian and 
the Sun of London, the Farragut of New York, the Allemannia of Pittsburgh 
and the Springfield F. and M., are represented by this firm. 


—We thank Commissioner Kinder of Ohio for a copy of Part 2 of his re- 
port for the year 1891, showing the transactions of the life insurance com- 
panies and co-operative or assessment life and accident insurance associations 
authorized to operate in Ohio for the year ending March 31, 1893. 


—The constitutionality of Maryland’s anti-rebate law is to be tested. 
Joseph Bowes, manager of the Equitable Life at Baltimore, has been indicted 
for alleged violation of the law, which, it is claimed, is unconstitutional, in 
that it applies only to foreign companies and exempts those of Maryland from 
its operation. 

—F. C. Moore, president of the Continental Insurance Company and 
chairman of the Universal Mercantile Schedule Committee, has received a letter 
from W. S. Duval, manager of the Pacific Insurance Union, in which the latter 
heartily approves of the schedule, and favors its adoption and application 
on the Pacific ceast. 


—-The appointment of or application for receivers for local and State 
branches of the Iron Hal] are such common, every-day events now as to at- 
tract but passing notice. Cases have come to light of members whose terms 
had expired but who had not received the promised endowment through the 
attachment of the funds of their loca] branches. 


—The Amherst Co-operative Insurance Association of Swormville, N. Y., 
has filed a statement preparatory to incorporation, The proposed amount of 
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stock is $105,767. The officers and directors are as follows: President, 
Joseph Fiegel; vice-president, Michael Wentling; secretary, George L. 
Miller ; treasurer, Henry Newhaus; director, August Gombert. 


—Archibald C. Haynes of New York, well known in connection with the 
Equitable Life, will be married this evening to Miss Minnie Kathalina Gale, 
the popular actress. We wish them much happiness and prosperity. 

—Armstrong Maltbie, secretary of the Alliance of New York, has re- 
signed to form a partnership with William H. Miller, Jr., public adjuster. 
The resignation goes into effect on the 15th inst., from which time and until 
a new secretary is chosen, G. L. Egbert, special agent, will probably be 
acting secretary. 


—E. N. Gibbs, president of the Thames National Bank of Norwich, Conn., 
was last week elected treasurer of the New York Life Insurance Company. 
Mr. Gibbs is well and favorably known in this city, and has been a trustee of 
the New York Life for several years. He is also a trustee of the New York 
Security and Trust Company and of the American Surety Company. 


—The report of the Superintendent of Insurance of the Dominion of Canada 
for the year 1891 is out. In addition to the abstracts of the business done by 
the various companies and tables of summaries, the volume contains an ap- 
pendix in which are printed the enactments relating to insurance of the 
Provinces of Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Prince Edward 
Island, British Columbia and Nova Scotia. There are also printed several 
legal decisions pertaining to insurance matters. 


AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER NOTES. 
—Walworth sprinklers extinguished a fire in a Boston mill last week. 


—Mooney’s new tannery at Columbus, Ind., will probably be equipped with 
automatic sprinklers. 


—It is learned that old Brown sprinklers composed the equipment of the Metro- 
po itan Opera House, New York. 


—One month since a fire occurred at night in a greasy ice house. Two sprink- 
lers opened and extinguished the fire some hours before its discovery. Altogether 
nine fires have been extinguished in these mills within the past seven years by Hill 
sprinklers without any claims for losse;. 


—A Neracher system was recently completed in the Geo. W. Straight building, 
Chicago, and had been connected with a small tank on the roof tor testing when 
a fire broke out, which was effectually quenched by the small water supply named 
distributed through twelve of the sprinklers which opened. 


—At the Eagle and Phenix cotton mills, Columbus, Ga., on August 19, a fire 
occurred in the interior of one of the Kitson trunks connecting an opener with a 
hopper. The trunk was protected with a system of Hill sprinklers, and one head 
opened and totally extinguished what would otherwise have been a difficult fire to 
manage. Only water damage was sustained. No fire loss. 


—The appended tes imonial speaks well for the appliances and the character ot 
work done by the Neracher & Hil: Sprinkler Company : 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.. August 26, 1892. 
The Neracher & Hill Sprinkler Company, Warren, O.: 

GENTLEMEN—We had a fire start in our dry kiln night before last, and one of 
the sprinkler heads did its work in good shape, putting the fire out wivhout any 
particular damage to us with the exception of getting a kiln of lumber ay thor- 
oughly soaked up. We are very much pleased with the way your sprinkler system 
works. Yours truly, 

THE MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE AND SCHOOL FURNISHING COMPANY. 


—Contracts have been closed with the Manufacturers Automatic Sprinkler Com- 
pany for equipping of the risks of following-named firms with ‘‘ non-corrosive " 
sprivklers: The Otto Furniture Company, Williamsport, Pa.; George A. Mac- 
beth Company, Elwood, Ind.; Breed Furniture Company, Jamestown, N. Y.; A. 
P. Olson & Co., Jamestown, N. Y.; Fenton, Robenson & Co., Jamestown, N. Y.; 
D. Tucker, Buffalo, N. Y.; Western Linoleum Company (second contract), 
Akron, O.; Rochester ne | Company, Rochester, N. Y.; Jacob Kreischner, 
Albany, N. Y.; Sturtevant & Larabee (second contract), Binghamton, N. Y.; 
Wilkinson & Eastwood (second contract), Binghamton, N. Y.; C. L. Hurlbut 
second contract), Canastota, N. Y.; The Herald, Syracuse, N. Y.; Clipper, 

hilled Plow Company, Elmira, N. Y.; Atwood & McCaffrey, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
The A. H. Lindford Manufacturing Company, Westergatan, Sweden, 


AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


—L. P. Buck, agent for the Royal, at Wilmington, Del. 

—Crook & Deming, agents for the Home of New York, at Baltimore. 

—John T. Kaler, agent for the Agricultural of Watertown, at Boston, Mass. 
—F. G. Voss & Co., general agents for California for the Traders of Chicago. 
—J. H. Akrigg, agent for the Hartford Life and Annuity, at New Haven, Conn. 


—John Thomas, Cleveland, general agent for Northern Ohio for the Berkshire 
Life. 

—B. Stearns, Davenport, Ia , State agent for lowa for the American Employers 
Liability. 

—Jobn G. Price, Jr., agent for the United Firemens of Philadelphia, at Balti- 
more, Md. 


—Dutton & Bailey, San Francisco, Pacific coast managers for the Insurance 
Company of North America, vice T. A. Mitchell, deceased. 
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M. C, Puituips. WISCONSIN. Joun C. Kets. 


HILLIPS & KLEIST, 


ATTORNEYs-AT-LAW, 
COOK BLOCK, OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN. 


REFERENCE—National Union Bank, The National Bank. 
ATTORNEYS FOR American Mutual Accident Association. 


CORPORATION AND INSURANCE LITIGATION A SPECIALTY. 





— INSURANCE AGENTS 


At liberty to make contracts, are invited to communicate with the 


Home Life Insurance Co, 


TEMPORARY OFFICES: PULITZER BUILDING, NEW YorK CITY. 


The Policies of the ‘‘ Home” are broad and liberal, both as to terms and 


conditions, and contain all the advantages and options of modern insurance 


contracts. 
GEO. H. RIPLEY, President. 


Wn. A. NewE Lt, Manager Western Department, Chicago, Ill. 





NDUSTRIAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF NEW YORK. 
Osporn ConGELTON, Prest. Drew B. ALLEN, Secy. BEkNARD A, BurGer, Treas. 


CAPITAL $100,000.00 
OLD LINE INSURANCE ON INDUSTRIAL PLAN. 


Agents Wanted. To the right men liberal contracts, 
HOME FFICES, TEMPLE COURT, NEW YORK. 
PuiLapELpuia Orrices, 419 WaLNuT Street, - Boston Orrices, 7 TEMPLE PLAcg. 
Agencies throughout the United States. 


“The Hub” of Plate Glass Insurance, 








LarcrEst Assets, LARGEST INCOME AND LARGEST 
RESERVE OF ANY PLATE GLASS INSURANCE 


CoMPANY IN THE WORLD. 





NSURANCE SOLICITORS. 


ACCIDENT INSURANCE AND HEALTH INSURANCE. 
EITHER OR BOTH. Goop TERRITORY. Goop TERMs. 
Address, 
ARTHUR L. BUSH, Sec., 


Send for Prospectus. WESTFIELD, MAss,. 





Figencp Wants. 








EW YORK LIFE INS. CO., DEPARTMENT OF 

Arkansas and West Tennessee, Gilbert D, Raine & Co., General Agents, Memphis, 

Tenn., will give one or twu first class specials ‘* Top contracts” if application is made at once. 
This section is particularly prosperous this season. 





ANTED, BY A LEADING LIABILITY AND 


Accident Insurance Company Special Agents for Philadelphia. Experienced 


men only need apply; guarantee to good men. 
Address, “LIABILITY,” 


Care Tue Specrator, P.O. Box 1117 N. Y. 


ANTED, AN ACTIVE, EXPERIENCED MAN 
to act as traveling Special Agent for Liability and Accident Company; business 
soliciting Liability and Accident Insurance and placing Agencies in States of Pennsylvania 


and New Jersey. 
Address, “SPECIAL AGENT,” 


Care THE SpEcTATOR, 
P, ©. Box 1117, New York. 





HOMAS L. ALFRIEND, 


MANAGER WASHINGTON LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF NEW YORK, 





For Department of the Virginias and North Carolina, Richmond, Va. 
Agents wanted at all points in the above territory. Good contracts to men who are 
willing to work. 





ANTED.—GOOD ACTIVE, RESPONSIBLE 

Agents in Iowa, South Dakota and Northern Nebraska, to write Insurance for 
the Old Reliable New York Life Insurance Company. It will be to your interest to learn 
the Commissions paid to Agents before contracting with any other company. To the right 
men who can show good business records, liberal contracts will be granted. Splendid 
territory yet unoccupied. Call upon or address 
GILBERT A. SMITH, Manager, 

Room 16, Peavey Grand, Sioux City, Iowa. 





HE IOWA STATE AGENCY OF THE MUTUAL 
BENEFIT LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
desire to contract for a Special Agent; also a few good men to occupy districts in the 
State. Correspondence with reliable men solicited. 
STANHOPE FLEMING, State Agent, 


Des Moines, Iowa. 








EW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


Jno. A. McCatt, President. Joun Kapvan, General Agent. 
BRANCH OFFICE, - 373 FULTON STREET, BROOKLYN. 


We are offering special inducements to reliable and energetic workers to sell our New 
Accumulation Investment Policy, in connection with our other forms of insurance. Liberal 
terms to the right stamp of men. For full particulars cail at Brooklyn office. 


JOHN KAPLAN, General Agent, 
378 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


ROVIDENT SAVINGS LIFE ASSURANCE SOC’Y 
29 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY. 











WANTED! 
A few good men in the Metropolitan District; also general agents for New Jersey, 
Connecticut and Long Island. Top contracts. 
H. V. CLEAVER, Manager Metropolitan District. 





H. PLANT, GENERAL AGENT THE NEW YORK 


e Life Insurance Company at Macon, Georgia, for the Department of Georgia, 
Florida and East Tennessee. Good Contracts and Good Territory for First-class Specials. 





HE lOWA STATE AGENCY OF THE EQUITABLE 


Life Assurance Society of the United States wishes general agents for Cedar 
Rapids, Ottumwa and other good points in the State. Especial facilities offered in the 
way of contract and territory. We also wish special solicitors for unoccupied fields. Write 


us and see what we have to offer. 
LEE B,. DURSTINE, 


Manager for Iowa, 
Des Moines, la, 





